PRAYER UPDATE
“I, your God, have a firm grip on you and I’m not letting go.
I’m telling you, ‘Don’t panic. I’m right here to help you.’ “
Isaiah 41:13

There are moments in our lives when we panic: times of unexpected unemployment, times
of loss, and times of unprecedented global uncertainty all come to mind.
Scripture tells us that God is our helper in times of crisis. Like a parent gripping a
frightened child’s hand, God says, “I have a firm grip on you and I’m not letting go...“ (Isaiah
41:13).
I am sure Upender, a man in India that you supported, knows what breath-stealing panic
feels like, but I also suspect he knows what comfort and care feel like, too.
Back in 2013, Upender was a school bus driver. He started experiencing weakness in his left
foot. Soon, he was deemed medically unfit to drive the bus and was asked to resign, in
other words, he was fired.
Panic set in. His family depended on him for everything they had. What could he do?
God provided for Upender in his time of need. Upender’s brother invited him to help farm
his land. Together with his wife, they were able to provide for their family.
A few years later, Upender injured his foot, and the cut became an ulcer. It was then that
he was diagnosed with leprosy. Soon, his big toe was removed, and he began to experience
other complications with his feet and his hands.
But by this time, the COVID-19 pandemic created additional barriers and concerns about
visiting a hospital. With worry and fear for the future, he came to our partner at Naini
Hospital in India in late December of last year for treatment.
With your help, our partners gave him Christ-like care and comfort. The team provided
treatment to heal his ulcers and performed surgery to correct his foot drop. He was even
given a COVID-19 vaccination while in care. He said, “If I had been at my house, it would be
very difficult to get the vaccination because the vaccination centre is very far.”
Upender felt the loving grip of God through the hands of our partners in India.
Thanks to supporters like you, Upender is cured of leprosy and working on postsurgery rehab.

PRAYER REQUESTS
“I, your God, have a firm grip on you and I’m not letting go.
I’m telling you, ‘Don’t panic. I’m right here to help you.’ “
Isaiah 41:13

Upender is very thankful for God's mercy that he has his first dose and treatment
and care for leprosy. Just as the ‘third wave’ is sweeping parts of Canada, many
countries where we work are hard hit again:
Please pray for the people we serve and our partners. Much of India and
Bangladesh have gone into a state of lockdown. COVID-19 cases in Kenya, especially
near the capital city, are worse than they have ever been.
Ask for God’s helping hand for those awaiting leprosy surgery in India. It is
becoming impossible to access anti-viral medication and canned oxygen due to
lockdowns, therefore corrective surgeries have been halted at our partner
hospitals.
Please lift Dr. Ruby, head of Naini Hospital, the staff and patients there, and the
surrounding community in prayer. Dr. Ruby is fighting COVID-19. She is running a
fever and is unable to eat.
Give thanks for our loyal monthly donors who have been faithfully giving
throughout the pandemic so that we can continue to provide vital services.
Offer thanks and praise for God's firm grip on effect:hope over the last year. Pray
that God would inspire those who read our annual report in the coming month to
take action to support those affected by neglected tropical diseases.

Thank you for your prayers!
For Prayer Requests:
visit us at effecthope.org/pray
email us at prayer@effecthope.org
call us at 1-888-537-7679

