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In Nigeria, some people affected by leprosy beg to survive (Photo: Tom Bradley)

When He Saw Them
Ten people affected by leprosy stood at a distance, isolated by
disease and regarded with public disdain. They had heard about a
man, Jesus, and couldn’t miss the chance to see Him.
“Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”
“When He saw them, He said, ‘Go, show yourselves to the priests.’*
And as they went, they were cleansed” (Luke 17:14).
In faith, the men obeyed. As they began to walk to the priest, they
received healing. It was as though Jesus required a demonstration
of faith on the part of men in asking them to walk away, even
before He healed them. And after being healed, only one returned
to thank Jesus - a Samaritan.
For the Jews, the only thing worse than a person affected by
leprosy was a Samaritan. This “hybrid” people were detested
because they were a reminder of the Assyrian invasion of Israel. As
the murderous Assyrians married into Jewish families in the North,
the Samaritan race was borne. The heart of the Samaritan was
likely overwhelmed with gratitude that Jesus saw him, he wasn’t
beyond reach.

*In those days, as explained in
Leviticus 13, when a person
developed a rash or skin disorder, he
or she was examined by the priest.
The priest determined whether the
disease was contagious and whether
the person was “ceremonially
unclean.” People deemed to have a
contagious condition were required
by the Jewish law to isolate
themselves. They were not allowed
to associate with the general
community to keep infectious
diseases from spreading. As a result,
people diagnosed with this type of
disease spent the remainder of their
lives as outcasts. It was a life
sentence of stigma and isolation.
Many people lived as outcasts until
they died (Leviticus 13:45–46.)
Unfortunately, it isn't so
different today.

Even from a distance, Jesus saw them.
Can you imagine that moment? Calling out, filled with hope, and being acknowledged and seen after years
of abuse and isolation?
The same feelings exist today among the people we serve. A leprosy diagnosis can quash dreams. People
affected with the disease experience the shame of disfigurement. Discrimination from those who don’t
understand. And the belief that they’re too broken to be seen. But some hold on to the hope that perhaps
something or someone will help turn their lives around.
Together with you, we follow Christ’s example of seeing the unseen; the world’s most vulnerable people.
And like Jesus, we can reach out to people affected by leprosy and help them reintegrate into society.
As a supporter, you are changing the lives of people in need from a distance, through gifts and
prayers. And it all begins when, like Jesus, you see them.

Prayer Requests
Please pray for COVID-19 to stop spreading. Cases continue to increase and the people we serve are
at a higher risk of contracting the virus. Pray that God would encourage Canadians to give sacrificially
toward our initiative to increase COVID-19 testing in India.
Please pray for the health of our partners, hospital staff, and their families. They are finding
innovative ways to help people in need amid lockdown restrictions and delayed medical shipments.
Pray for energy and protection as they treat patients, deliver essential medicine, call patients, or raise
awareness for neglected tropical diseases and COVID-19 in communities. Also pray God would bless
effect:hope’s efforts as we support our partners with personal protective equipment and with their
other needs.
Please pray for God’s provision over effect:hope. Pray for us as we look to cut costs and continue to
meet commitments to our partners and the people we serve. Also thanksgiving for our donors who give
sacrificially to help people largely unseen by the outside world.
Please pray for the mental and emotional health COVID-19 is having on people in Canada and
around the world. The virus is deeply affecting people, young and old. May we be good neighbours to
those around us and reach out with the love of Jesus.

Can we pray for you?
We meet every weekday morning to lift concerns and praise items from supporters. Please email us at
prayer@effecthope.org and let us know how you are doing. We would love to hear from you! If you'd like to
keep up with effect:hope news and stories, visit effecthope.org/blog. Thank you praying for us, our
partners and the vulnerable people we serve together.

