PRAYER UPDATE
“I’m worried that I might not be able to get the COVID-19 vaccination,”
said Ahmed, who was still waiting for his vaccine after lining up for 3
days at a government vaccination site near Bihar, India. India now faces
a deadly wave of COVID-19. Shortages of hospital beds, medicine, and
oxygen are a challenge.
India's mandatory vaccine registration through an online portal is
causing further roadblocks for the community we serve." “[After waiting
so long], I was asked to register myself on the CoWIN government
[online vaccination] portal. I am not able to understand and register
myself,” said Ahmed.
For Ahmed, the barriers to accessing the vaccine are far greater than
navigating an online portal. Ahmed is a man affected by leprosy. The
disabilities and visible marks left by this disease make it difficult for him
to travel and to be in public spaces. Facing stares, whispers, and outright
abuse because of a disease – from which he has been cured – is a
torment. As almost a billion adults in India rush to get their vaccines, it’s
clear that those with leprosy, like Ahmed, will be at the back of the line
unless they receive support.
It strikes me that Ahmed, and people like him, are exactly the kind of
person that Christ is speaking about toward the end of Matthew 25 when
he says, “For I was sick and you looked after me,’ and when this is met
with confusion, he goes on to clarify, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me.’
It’s not easy to think beyond our own circle of family and friends right
now. Many of us are anxiously awaiting our own first or second dose of
the vaccine. But, we can’t ignore Christ’s call to care for the sick and serve
the most vulnerable - ‘the least’ – of our brothers and sisters. As
followers of Jesus, we must bring hope and restoration to people
affected by neglected tropical diseases like leprosy. We want to ensure
that these vulnerable people are not forgotten in the race to get vaccines
out.
I invite you to pray for our new initiative that supports those with leprosy
and lymphatic filariasis to access their COVID-19 vaccine. Since launching
the campaign in May, Effect Hope and a partner on the ground have
provided safe transportation to and from vaccination sites and one dose
of the vaccine for almost 1,000 people. Pray that we will be able to
secure enough funding to reach our goal to provide 5,000 vulnerable
people both doses of the life-saving COVID-19 vaccine.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Pray for our partners and the patients at Naini hospital who are facing
many challenges due to COVID-19. There has been a COVID-19 outbreak
at the hospital. Due to the virus, outpatient numbers are low. The
hospital finances suffer because these non-leprosy outpatients pay a
small fee for service that helps to fund services for people affected by
leprosy. The costs for PPE to protect against COVID-19 creates an
additional financial burden. Pray that God would watch over the health
of the staff, and the finances of the hospital.
Pray for the team at Effect Hope as we launch a new brand initiative to
serve our supporters better – the team is working hard to refresh the
website, and adapt our brand to serve the mission better. Pray that God
would bless this important work.
Pray for God’s guidance and grace upon Dr. Alison Krentel as she takes
on the role of Vice Chair of the Effect Hope Board of Directors. Alison is a
researcher and consultant in public health, working in over 14 countries.
She is an assistant professor in the School of Epidemiology and Public
Health and is the current chair of the Canadian Network for Neglected
Tropical Diseases.
Pray for God’s hand in staff transitions at Effect Hope as we welcome
new members to the team. Pray that they will be a blessing to the work
and those whom we serve together.

Thank you for your prayers!
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