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GROWING

A YEAR OF GROWING HOPE
Dear Friends,
Together with you and our partners, we continued to reach people who are affected by neglected tropical
diseases.
We are grateful for your prayers and support. Last year, we were able to expand our programs and send more
funds to the field — that means more people were served.
In this 2021 annual report, we celebrate two wonderful long-running programs that changed the future for the
people we serve for the better. We also introduced an innovative new program, ‘Children Unite for Action,’ which
supported children affected by leprosy to go back to school.
We are also excited to share some of the transformational initiatives launching in 2022.
Despite so much good news in this report, I am concerned. In countries where we serve, COVID-19 has
overwhelmed the public health-care systems. This resulted in late diagnosis for many people living with
neglected tropical diseases.

1

2021 Annual Report

GROWING HOPE

The World Health Organization predicts a rise in
advanced disability for these people.
With your support, we will be there for them. As we
move into 2022, we will continue Growing Hope for
people affected by neglected tropical diseases.

Thank you,

Kim Evans
CEO

Our Mission
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As followers of Jesus, we partner with
others to bring hope and restoration to
people affected by neglected tropical
diseases like leprosy.

Our Vision
A world where people overcome
neglected tropical diseases like
leprosy — A world full of hope.
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ANOTHER YEAR OF HOPE
In 2021, we were thrilled to extend the ‘Every Child Thrives’ program for a year to ensure that young children
would not miss out on vital medical intervention.
Through this program, we reduced child mortality in Côte d’Ivoire and Kenya by addressing Vitamin A
deficiency and soil-transmitted helminths (intestinal worms) infection - the two major causes of disease and
death for children under five. 1.5 billion people around the world are infected by these worms. Kids are infected
by walking across contaminated ground or accidentally ingesting them.
Originally set to run from 2016-2020, the ‘Every Child Thrives’ program was so successful in treating millions of
pre-schoolers that it was extended for one more year in Kenya.
The legacy of this program will be substantial for the health of both nations.
We undertook the ‘Every Child Thrives’ program with the financial support of the Government of Canada
provided through Global Affairs Canada. We delivered it in partnership with Helen Keller International and
Vitamin Angels.
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619,226
Children under the age of
5 provided with Vitamin A
and deworming treatment

446
Children trained and
supported for
advocacy activities

BACK TO SCHOOL
In many countries around the world, leprosy is still surrounded by myths, discrimination, and stigma. Children
who are diagnosed with leprosy are often not allowed to go to school.
For children living in poverty missing school does not just affect their education and future opportunities,
schools are often the only place where children receive government-provided meals.
Last year, ‘Children Unite for Action,’ a program that many of you support in India, has made a big difference.
Through this program, our partners work within communities with a high prevelance of poverty and leprosy
cases to reduce stigma around this disease. By educating and hosting community events, our team dispels
myths that lead to discrimination.

“

Canadians supported 13-year-old Zakir and his family through this program.
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When they heard I had leprosy, my parents started crying.
They said that if I told anyone, I will be shunned. This made me cry a lot.
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“

We all thought that no one would help us.
[Children Unite for Action] helped and changed
everyone’s thinking, we are very thankful!

”

His parents were right. When Zakir’s neighbours
discovered that he had leprosy, everyone in his family
faced discrimination.
But our team did not give up, they worked diligently in
the community building trust and forging relationships.
Through their efforts, people became more willing to
learn that leprosy is just a disease and not a curse.
Families affected by leprosy were welcomed back to
their communites.
Gifts from Canadians like you helped Zakir to return
to school. Zakir’s family now has Growing Hope of a
brighter future for their son.

IMPACT
633,611
People screened for leprosy

1,265
Surgeries provided

6,916
People received social
and financial support

AT A GLANCE
9,653
People received custom shoes,
eyewear, and other assistive
devices

42,333
People educated about
neglected tropical diseases

105,026
People received
medical treatment

19,591
Health-care providers trained

4,889
People received physiotherapy

GROWING HOPE during COVID-19
People affected by diseases like leprosy and lymphatic filariasis face discrimination and isolation. They are
often at the back of the line or simply can’t access the COVID-19 vaccine without support.
In 2021, we distributed Personal Protective Equipment (masks, hygiene kits, gloves, etc.), ran advocacy and
education initiatives, and vaccinated over 15,000 people against COVID-19.

“

Sita, one of our patients, was afraid that the vaccine might create further complications:
As I am already affected by leprosy, what new consequences might I face after vaccination?
One day, a person from [Effect Hope’s partner] visited our community to mobilize people to
get vaccinated for free. We asked many questions about vaccine side-effects, rumours, and
complications. The staff were very patient and explained the importance of getting vaccinated.

”

We are extremely grateful for the assistance we had throughout the vaccination process.”
Thank you for investing in the COVID-19 vaccine for vulnerable people. Thanks to you, they now have Hope for
a healthier future.
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49,470

30,262

15,487

Pieces of Personal Protective
Equipment given out to stop
the spread of COVID-19

People received
COVID-19 education

People protected from COVID-19

TRADING POVERTY FOR HOPE
Those living in ultra-poverty survive on less than $2 per day. They face starvation, struggle to access
education, and suffer from poor health.
Since 2016, our project has impacted 1,500 people affected by leprosy and lymphatic filariasis in
northwestern Bangladesh who were living in ultra-poverty. Families were empowered through education,
micro-business financing, and stigma-reducing advocacy. This grows hope and long-term sustainable
change for the community.
Building on the success of the ‘North West Ultra-Poverty Initiative Project,’ we will launch a new phase to
reach even more people in 2022.

54%

92%

91%

92%

Families are no longer
in ultra-poverty

Increased community
acceptance

Join social and
family events

Families increased
household income

YOUR GENEROSITY IN 2021
Thank you for your generosity in 2021. Through your support we were able to serve more people affected by
neglected tropical diseases, like leprosy, than in 2020.
The restrictions and lockdowns in 2020 meant that many of our programs had to pause. So, we did not send
funds to the field. We are happy to report that we were able to send the funds early in 2021. This year, we
increased the overseas ministry expenditures by 44%.
While pandemic restrictions continued through 2021, public health measures made it impossible to operate in
many places. We found new efficiencies in the way we do business in Canada. We were able to decrease our
administration expenses by 24%. This means more of your generous gifts supported the people we serve.
Finally, we are grateful for the ‘Every Child Thrives’ program, which reached millions of pre-schoolers between
2016-2021.
Thank you for investing in Hope. You are changing lives.
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Promotion

EXPENDITURES
$ 5,482,187

12%
Improving Public
Health Systems
43%

Administration
10%
International Management
& Consulting
4%

Activating & Equipping
Communities

Constituency
Education

8%

10%
Research
8%

Advocacy & Partnership
5%

2021 FINANCIAL BREAKDOWN
TOTAL REVENUE
donation revenue
government assistance
institutional funding
investments
product sales
legacies

$ 7,329,807
4,514,629
236,251
1,385,554
314,852
1,210
877,311

EXPLAINING THE SURPLUS
We received significant gifts in the fourth quarter of 2021:
• $314,852 - unrealized investment income
• $463,780 - externally restricted
• $877,311 - legacies (internally restricted)
• $191,677 - balance
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MINISTRY EXPENDITURES
program expenditures
improving public
health systems
research
advocacy & partnership
activating & equipping
communities
constituency education
international management &
consulting

$ 4,322,434

SUPPORT SERVICE EXPENDITURES
administration
promotion

$ 1,159,753
522,362
637,391

2,332,589
442,866
282,360
437,819
566,238
260,562
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LOOKING AHEAD
2022 is already off to a great start. We have launched new strategic initiatives that will transform the lives of
people affected by neglected tropical diseases today and for years to come.
One new project in India will improve the care and treatment for people affected by skin neglected tropical
diseases (leprosy, lymphatic filariasis, etc.) by integrating early detection, care and treatment for all the skin
neglected tropical diseases. This project could shape the way care is delivered elsewhere.
Recent research tells us that there can be a significant mental health impact on people affected by neglected
tropical diseases, like leprosy. We launched two new projects that will address the mental health and wellbeing
of the people we serve.
Curing the disease is just one small part of restored health. We need to address the whole health of those
affected and ensure that care is available everywhere so that these diseases are just a minor inconvenience—
not a life-changing catastrophe.
This is a grand vision. We hope you will join us in this transformative work this year.

THANK YOU!
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