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Midyear
Reflections

As we reach the year’s
midpoint, we pause to
celebrate the people who

make Effect Hope's mission
possible — starting
with you.

You are an essential part
of a global network of
care, innovation, and faith
in action. Thank you for
bringing this work to life.

One Child’s Story,
A Growing Movement: Meet Mahabub

Mahabub is just one of many children
who regained confidence and returned

to school through your support. Yet, too
many children are still diagnosed too late.
That's why we are searching for people
affected by leprosy in underserved
communities and connecting them

to treatment before

disability occurs.
Learn more on

A small, pale patch on a child's arm
might not seem like cause for concern.
But for Mahabub's family, it was the
beginning of a frightening journey into
the unknown. As the patch spread and
his hand began to claw, they watched
helplessly as a disability formed before
their eyes. They didn't know what was
causing it, how serious it might become,
or where to find help.

Then, one day, help found them.

A community health worker recognized
the signs of leprosy and connected
Mahabub to treatment. He received
treatment and reconstructive surgery
that restored his mobility.

Mahabub
receives his

government issued
disability card, granting
him vital support for
education and
family needs.

That community health worker is part
of an ongoing effort by Effect Hope and
partners to improve the accessibility of
leprosy care throughout Bangladesh.

Behind the Team: Inside Effect Hope

We asked four of our newest colleagues at Effect Hope what inspired
them to join the team.

Catherine Kariuki
Project Accountant

Julie Burke
Program Officer

‘| was drawn to Effect Hope's

faith-based mission and

its focus on bringing hope
and dignity to people in
underserved communities.”

“I've always been drawn to work

that's rooted in service and
impact. Joining felt like the
perfect way to keep making
a difference in the neglected
tropical disease space.”

Stefan Bildy
Graphic Designer

Perpetual Sibanda
Grant & Institutional
Funding Officer

“Everyone | met in the

interview process felt so
welcoming and supportive.

It seemed like a great place to
work. The people and culture
really drew me in.”

‘| was inspired by our long-

standing commitment to
working with marginalized
communities. Joining just felt
like the right thing to do.”



Mid-Year Highlights

The Power of Inclusion

Because of your generosity, people affected by neglected ~ everyone affected by neglected tropical diseases: one
tropical diseases in Nigeria found more than care. marked by healing, dignity, and belonging. Millions are still
Through LivEx, they gained confidence, support, and a waiting for that opportunity.

sense of belonging through peer-led groups and trained
healthcare workers. As participants discovered their own
strength and the power of peer support, many began
speaking up and challenging stigma in their communities.

Will you help bring that future closer to more people?

In one community, years of discrimination had barred
people affected by these diseases from entering the local
council hall, where important community decisions were
made. Through education, dialogue, and advocacy, those
barriers began to fall. For the first time, people affected by
neglected tropical diseases were welcomed into the hall
alongside their neighbours, taking their place in the heart

of community life. Michael, LivEx peer

leader and facilitator,
interviews a support

The doors of one council hall opening may seem like a
small change. But it represents the future we want for

. 77N\

group member during a
meeting.

Protecting Futures in Bangladesh

A simple mark on a child’s arm, just like Mahabub
experienced, can change the course of their life. Caught
early, leprosy is easily cured. Left undetected, it can steal
a child’s mobility, independence, and future.

Because you cared, health workers stepped into six of the
most densely populated districts in Bangladesh this season,
screening more than 7,000 children right in their own
neighbourhoods. Children who needed follow-up care were
connected to treatment and support. You protected little
hands and feet before permanent damage could begin.

You gave children back their childhoods.

Local
teams conduct a

community screening,

identifying early signs
of infection and educating
community members about

the signs and symptoms
of disease.

But not far away, in another village, another parent is noticing
a concerning patch on their child’s arm and wondering

what it means. Thousands of children are still waiting for
someone to knock on their door. With your support, those
children won't have to wait long for help to arrive.

Ok 0
: : One diagnosis found early can change a life forever.
Scan to visit effecthope.org/donate and help reach more children.




Looking Ahead: Research and Global Initiatives

Care After Cure: More Than Medicine

A cure is not always the end of the story. Even when
leprosy has been treated, its effects can remain. Stigma,
isolation, disability, and lost opportunities continue to
shape daily life long after the infection is gone.

Because you care about the whole person, not just the
disease, your support made it possible to learn directly
from people in India who have experienced life after
leprosy treatment. They shared stories of exclusion,
lost opportunities, and damaged relationships. But they
also revealed what makes healing possible: acceptance,
meaningful work, supportive communities, spiritual

strength, and the opportunity to participate fully in society.

Their experiences helped reveal an important truth:
healing is much more than physical recovery. It
is about belonging, dignity, purpose, and community.

Because of your partnership, these lessons are not just
staying on a page. They are helping Effect Hope and our
partners better understand how to care for the whole

person, not just the disease. They are also helping build
knowledge that other organizations, health providers,
and communities can use to offer stronger, more
compassionate support to people affected by leprosy
and other neglected diseases.

This is how lasting change begins: by listening to people
who have lived the experience, learning from what they
know, and allowing their insight to shape better care

for others.

Your generosity is helping more people affected by disease
and disability access the care, support, and opportunities
they need to thrive.

Ofpan

Learn more about our
recent research projects:
effecthope.org/our-research

Reflections from the Field: Nana

In January, Effect Hope Programs Officer Nana Ama
Tiwaa-Boateng (pictured at right) travelled to Liberia to
better understand why women affected by female genital
schistosomiasis (FGS) remain largely invisible within the
health system.

During her visit, Nana saw firsthand the barriers that prevent
women from receiving the care they need. FGS often goes
unrecognized, with symptoms mistaken for other conditions
and healthcare workers lacking the training and tools needed
to make an accurate diagnosis. Beyond the physical impacts,
stigma and shame can leave women feeling isolated and
unseen, making it even harder to seek treatment.

Because of you, women who have long been invisible are
beginning to be seen. Working with the Liberian Ministry of
Health, we are identifying where women affected by FGS are
living and understanding the barriers that keep them from
receiving care. This vital groundwork will help ensure no
woman is left behind as services expand, bringing us closer
to a future where every woman can access the care, support
and dignity she deserves.

Read more about Nana’s
experience in Liberia:
effecthope.org/stories-of-hope




“Dear children, let us not love
with words or speech but with
actions and in truth.”

1 John 3:18

The hope you're creating today is
transforming lives and opening
doors to brighter futures. But for the
child still waiting in the next village,
help cannot come soon enough. Will
you stand with them again today?



